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July, 2016
Dear Huntley Hills Families,

Welcome to the 2016-2017 school year! I hope you and your family are having a wonderful summer and looking forward to another exciting school year!  I am happy to continue to serve as the principal of Huntley Hills an AdvancED STEM certified school! Our theme this school year is “Going for the Gold!”. We have been planning for the upcoming school year and would like to share some highlights with you.

· We are excited to welcome and introduce the following new staff members: Dawn Perdue, 1st grade teacher, Sarah Milliron, 2nd grade teacher, Leslie Tiller, Grades 1 & 2 Montessori teacher, Lindsay Neck, Grades 3-4 Montessori teacher, Hope Moore, Grades 4-5 Montessori Teacher, Erika Johnson, Special education teacher. Please welcome them to our Huntley Hills staff!
· We have a few farewells, Dr. Nixon/SPID teacher, Ms. Mentonelli, Montessori teacher, Ms. Henneghan, paraprofessionals, and Mr. Meadows, paraprofessionals. We wish them well in their future endeavors.

· Last year, we had several highlights which included; AdvancED STEM certification, new carpet in Media Center, Lion King Production and $13,000 raised during Fueled by Fitness. During the summer Fueled by Fitness funds helped with painting the library and furniture.
· Now that we are an AdvancED STEM certified school, our instructional focus will continue in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathematics.  Students participate in STEM Days each month and attend STEM and Technology lab for Legos, robotics, science, MindcraftEDU, coding, and engineering lessons. This year, we are adding two clubs: SciGirls (only for girls) and Odyssey of the Mind. Additionally, we always need volunteers or materials/resources donated for STEM days and lessons. Please contact Ms. Melissa Mintern at melissa_mintern@dekalbschoolsga.org, if you can assist with STEM this year. 
· The a/c system is being replaced over the summer.  The county hopes to have the units up and running before teachers and students return.

· DeKalb County School District is hosting Back to School events Friday, August 5th. The times and locations are below.
11:30AM – 1:00PM Two mini-rally locations where families can receive backpacks and school supplies.

   Location 1 – Plaza Fiesta on Buford Highway

         Location 2 – South DeKalb Mall 

1:00PM – 4:00PM    The main rally location will include food, entertainment, health screenings, vendors, & giveaways
         Location 3 – Clarkston High School

· NEW! The leadership team met in May and analyzed our Tiger House program. The original goal was to promote positive behavior and meet in Tiger Dens to discuss various topics with students. We decided to change tiger houses this year to grade levels. The tiger house will follow the students until 5th grade. 

· Pre-K/K-Bali (Purple)

· Grade 1 Caspian (Yellow)

· Grade 2 Bengal (Green)

· Grade 3 Sumatran (Red)

· Grade 4 Siberian (Blue)

· Grade 5 Saber Tooth (Orange)
· We will continue gardening and recycling. Our AquaPonics system has been relocated to the courtyard. AquaPonics is a food production system that combines conventional aquaculture (fish) with hydroponics (plants & water) to grow food. We want to move our community school and neighborhood to a more sustainable healthy cycle of caring for each other and the planet.

· I will continue to send information through Remind 101. It is very important to sign up to receive real-time information from the school. Flyer is attached.
· Students in grade 3-5 will take the Georgia Milestones again this year. There are some changes with 3 and 4th grade. More information will be offered during Back to School Night. We will offer additional parent information in November.
· We are also pleased to announce all our teachers are Highly Qualified and ready to serve your child(ren).
· As you know we have a new superintendent, Dr. Green. Please stay involved by attending district parent sessions throughout the year.
· Huntley Hills and the Chamblee cluster is under the leadership of Interim Regional Superintendent, Ms. Sherry Johnson.  

· Huntley Hills has a CCRPI score of 79. We increased +1.7 points.  Huntley Hills is a designated Title I school and we will continue to work hard to increase our students’ achievement and CCRPI score. However, our school climate rating fell from 5 stars to 3 stars. This was due to students’ attendance (missing more than 6 days) and survey results in the 70’s. Our school is great, this coming year so please help us move back to 5 STARS by ensuring students are at school every day and completing the survey.
· NEW! The school will continue to send communication home in STAR folders; however, school information and graded papers will come home on Thursdays.  The STAR folder is the blue plastic folder that your child(ren) brings home every night with homework, and behavior reports Parents are asked to check their child’s folder every night and especially Thursdays for school information. The school also purchased STAR folders for all students, so parents do not have to pay this year!
· We hope to budget federal funds for our afterschool tutorial program and purchase instructional resources for teachers and students.

· Huntley Hills begins our instructional day at 7:45am.  School announcements begin promptly at 7:45AM; therefore all students should be in their seats by 7:45AM. Please make sure your child is at school by 7:40am to eliminate a hectic start of their school day.
· Thank you for your support with our safety procedures. Please review the following points. We ask for all parents/guardians to abide by our check out procedures for the safety of our students.

Student Check-Out before 2:00 p.m.

· Come to the front office to show picture identification and sign the child out of school. The office will call the classroom for your child.

· Students will not be check out of school after 2:00 p.m. unless we were previously notified by phone or written notice or there is a serious emergency. 

ALL PARENTS ARE REQUIRED TO REPORT TO THE FRONT OFFICE TO RECEIVE A VISITOR’S PASS FOR SECURITY PURPOSES!

· Our school day is 7:45a.m.-2:20p.m.. The school does not open until 7:00 a.m. Students cannot arrive before 7:00a.m. and must be picked up by 2:50p.m. There is no supervision for children outside the school hours.
Arrival






Dismissal
· 7:00-7:45 Students arrive to school


2:20    Afternoon Announcements

· 7:00-7:40 Breakfast




2:25
Dismissal Walkers/Van & Car riders
· 7:40 1st bell





2:30
Dismissal Bus riders
· 7:45 Tardy Bell/Morning Announcements

2:35
Tiger Time afterschool
· Open House/Registration is Wednesday, August 3, 2016 from 9:00AM-1:00PM. 
 NEW! M-Z 9am-11:am and A-L 11am-1:00pm (please come during your designated time)

· Volunteers are welcome, please contact Carol Winter at carolfwinters@gmail.com or Sheila Gillispie at  sheilagillispie@bellsouth.net if you are available.  You will be able to complete the following:
· NEW! Registration times for families  M-Z 9am-11:am and A-L 11am-1:00pm (please come during your designated time)

· Finalize registration paperwork

· Join PTA $5.00
· Purchase Tiger House T-shirts, agendas, etc. (cash or checks/credit card)
· Pick-up updated Student Handbook

· Sign-up for Tiger Time (after-school care)

· Sign-up for PTAvenues at the school during Open House (PTA/school communicator)

· Complete lunch application online only/sign-up to pay online at https://www.mylunchmoney.com/

· Meet your child’s teacher
· Donate/Collect gently used school uniforms

     *Please bring a copy of proof of residency that the school can keep. Must be a July/August bill (cable/phone bills     are not accepted).*
· The first day of school is August 8th. Please make sure your child is at school on time between 7:15-7:40.  The first weeks of school is always busy so we ask for your patience with the front office, dismissal, car pool, etc.
Thank you for your continued support and we are looking forward to a great year at Huntley Hills and many celebrations throughout the year!

Respectfully,

Mia Ford

Principal
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